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John Smith Trust (JST) Central
Asia Fellowship Programme

he JST Fellowship Programme provides excep-
tional young leaders with the opportunity to ex-
plore issues of governance, social justice and the

rule of law through a month of workshops, discussions,
debates, visits and meetings in the United Kingdom. e
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Mini Alumni Reunion at JST Fellowship

programme aims to inspire and equip young and poten-
tial leaders to make a positive contribution to their so-
cieties. Applications are open to citizens of Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.
John Smith Fellows can come from any eld, particular-
ly politics, public administration, the media, civil society,
law, and business — if a clear link is made to JST themes.
e age band of Fellows is normally 25 to 35 years.

Zamira Isakova, alumnaof 2013: e John Smith Trust
(JST) Fellowship Programme was founded in memory
of one of Britain’s best-loved politicians, John Smith
MP and o ers young professionals from Central Asia

and Wider Europe the chance to explore issues of good
governance, the rule of law and social justice in the UK
through an intensive four-week programme of work-
shops, discussions, debates, visits and meetings. John
Smith Fellows o en work in governance (national and
local), public administration, the media, civil society,
law, and social enterprise, but other areas are also con-
sidered as long as there is a link to JST themes. Inter-
estingly, each participant in the program has to develop
and implement a small action plan in their home coun-
tries to tackle local issues, based on the experience and
skills acquired during their visit to the UK.  erefore,
in addition to this, the candidate has to dra a plan to
solve local issues in-country or community, which the
candidate would develop and shape into a full- edged
action plan during the visit to the UK.

Karlygash Kabatova, alumna of 2014: It was only a
month but we were very busy learning about how the
English and Scottish parliaments, courts, political par-
ties and non-governmental organizations work. e

the JST team organizes for every fellow to meet orga-
nizations and institutions that are relevant to a fellow’s

elds of work. Fellows learn from those organizations’
experience and can keep in touch or develop their rela-
tionships. As a researcher and advocate of youth sexual-
ity education | was lucky to meet people who enriched
my research and perspective on the issue.



Dilfuza Kurolova, alumna of 2015:
I was so happy to recognize the
OSCE Academy alumni among the
JST fellows in 2019, so | felt myself
already among a part of the family.
A year ago, it was one of the best
professional experiences | had in a
long time. Right before the fellow-
ship, I was so overloaded with work
and | was waiting for a change of at-
mosphere. e JST gave me friends,
a network and the experience to see
how the justice sector is operating
in the UK. Visits to the Parliaments
in Edinburgh and London, as well
as getting to know the Supreme
Court of the UK impressed me a
lot that I still present this as an ex-
ample of the judiciary functionality
in Uzbekistan. We had a wonderful
time “locked” at the castle at the
beginning of the Fellowship, which
I think was the best decision of the
programme, where we could know
each other better. Also, | met won-
derful people and high-level experts
in their elds, and of course, | met a
superhero in human rights law, Bar-
oness Kennedy (I was almost crying
at the meeting). So, it was fun and at
the same time a learning month in
the UK. | miss the team, we are still
in touch and I am grateful to have
been selected for the Fellowship.
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Dartmouth House. 2019.
Parliamentary debates within JST 2019. London, UK
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ird ECPR-OSCE/ODIHR
Summer School on Political Parties
and Democracy

n 17 August, the OSCE O ce for Democratic

Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR) and

the European Consortium for Political Research
(ECPR) launched their week-long Summer School on Po-
litical Parties and Democracy. s third edition of the
summer school was organized in collaboration with the
OSCE Academy in Bishkek, the Cardinal Stefan Wyszyns-
ki University in Warsaw, and the Research Centre for the
Study of Parties and Democracy - REPRESENT - of the
University of Nottingham.

Due to the COVID-19 crisis, this edition was held online.
It brought together 21 researchers, practitioners and civil
society leaders in the eld of political parties and democ-
racy from Albania, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czechia, Georgia,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Poland, Romania, Russia, Ser-
bia, Slovakia, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Ukraine.

Two OSCE Academy alumni and one current MA stu-
dent participated in this school.

Arzu Sheranova, alumna of 2015: e program of the
third ECPR-OSCE/ODIHR summer school covered im-
portant topics in the study of democracy and political
parties, and also addressed contemporary issues democ-
racies are facing, such as populism. In particular, the
participants and the summer school experts discussed
challenges in building strong democratic institutions
and institutionalization of party systems in post-Com-
munist countries and beyond. | found the summer
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school lectures and discussions very useful and learned
more about OSCE ODIHR’s activities. | presented a pa-
per on voting preferences in rural Kyrgyzstan during
the 2015 parliamentary elections and received valuable
comments and suggestions. Despite its online format,
the school succeeded to create a network of enthusias-
tic researchers and practitioners interested in building
strong democracies. Overall, | found the program very
useful and motivating, and | recommend the ECRP-
OSCE/ODIHR school to the OSCE Academy students
and alumni.

Nosirkhon Qodirov, student of 2019-2020: is school
provided me the opportunity to share my paper with 23
participants from di erent backgrounds and countries,
and also experts in the eld of political parties and de-
mocracy, which | found very helpful for my future ca-
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reer. As one of the participants in the 3rd edition of the
summer school, | can say with full con dence that it
was one of the most rewarding intellectual experiences
of my research career. e summer school, which pro-
vided for a highly interactive environment between the
participants and the presenters, did an amazing job of
combining theory and practice. It 0 ered me a great op-
portunity to develop my interest in political parties and
democracy further, to deepen my knowledge about the
topic, and to gain new ideas and perspectives.  rough
the well-structured thematic sessions, consisting of a
lecture followed by an open discussion, we were able to
interact with high pro le academics and practitioners in
the eld, who gave us interesting insights into the latest
developments and recent research on the subject. Fur-
thermore, | was able to present my research and to re-
ceive valuable feedback on it. | can say it was a great oc-
casion to broaden my professional network with experts
and very enthusiastic participants coming from other
OSCE participating states.






I Class of 2019-2020

MA Programme in Politics
and Security Programme 2019-2020

Ismoil Sadullozoda Aidai Dzhuraeva Alimana Zhanmukanova
Tajikistan Kyrgyzstan Kazakhstan

Ana-Maria Anghelescu Azim Yodgorov Dilshod Dadaboev
Romania Uzbekistan Uzbekistan
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Esentur Bektursun uulu Meerim Egemberdieva Mirzokhid Mirsharipov
Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan Uzbekistan
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Moslim Fazlullah Mujtaba Moradi Nosirkhon Qodirov
Afghanistan Afghanistan Tajikistan



Class of 2019-2020 |

Omurbek uulu Akai Rajab Taieb Rubaba Raha
Kyrgyzstan Afghanistan Afghanistan

Tynchtyk Estebes uulu Ulan Asekov Umida Sherkhanova
Kyrgyzstan Kyrgyzstan Uzbekistan

Shokirjon Shokirov Wasal Naser Faqgiryar Omid Salman
Tajikistan Afghanistan Afghanistan

= [N

Emomali Mirzoev Amin Shamsuddin Khushbakht Zaidulloev
Afghanistan Tajikistan Afghanistan Tajikistan







