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Covid-19 Response

• Order of Ministry of Education and Sciences of the Kyrgyz Republic from 13.01.2021: “On the 

approval of the algorithm of the organization of the educational process in a mixed format of 

education in the spring semester of the 2020-2021 academic year”

 Since end-of-March 2021 most students have arrived in Bishkek and visit in-house lectures and 

seminars; few students join online 

• Admission process conducted online (testing, interviewing)

• Alumni Chapter meetings replaced by thematic online webinars for graduates

• Conferences, Professional Trainings, Workshops, Guest Lectures conducted in Winter/Spring 2021 in 

online format

• Strict sanitary protocol applies during all Academy activities



Post-Graduate Education (2020/2021)
Student Enrollment Statistics (June 2021):

New in Fall Semester 2021: DAAD German Language Instructor (second posting)



Post-Graduate Education (2021/2023)

Admission Statistics (Invitations sent out on 21 June 2021)

Afghanistan 802 338 464 156 96 44 43 36  36 12 14 5 6
Kazakhstan 27 18 9 12 3 7 3 5 3 1 0 1 0
Kyrgyzstan 222 142 80 105 25 35 17 27 16 20 3 6 3
Mongolia 4 2 2 2 1 2 1 0  1 0 1 0 1
Tajikistan 78 40 38 28 13 14 9 13  4 5 1 3 1
Turkmenistan 16 6 10 2 1 1 1 1  1 1 0 1 0
Uzbekistan 19 13 6 9 2 7 2 5  1 5 1 3 0
Out of region 10 6 4 2 3 1 3 0  2 0 1 0 1
Total 1178 565 613 316 144 111 79 87 64 44 21 19 12
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Post-Graduate Education: Summer School 2021
• Timeline: 2 August –27 August 2021

• Subjects taught:
• Economics: Academic Writing, Mathematics for Economists, Probability Theory and Statistics 
• Politics: Academic Writing, Research Methods in Social Sciences 

• Participants:
• Students already selected and invited to enroll in MA programmes in September 2021 (preparatory programme)
• Up to 25 free places for BA graduates / MA students from Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Mongolia, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, 

Turkmenistan

• Last-Call admittance to MA programmes:
• Full compliance with admission requirements
• Testing & interviewing during the last week of the Summer School
• Approved by Ministry of Education and Sciences of the KR on 12 May 2021

• Funding reserved for Summer School in UB

 Request for Endorsement by the Board of Trustees



Research and Dialogue – Current Research Projects
AGRUMIG  - Migration Governance and Agricultural Rural Change in “home” communities (Horizon 2020)
Outputs in 2020/21:

1. AGRUMIG Kyrgyzstan team published a policy brief on COVID-19 and policy challenges in migration 
governance on Central Asia Program’s website, George Washington University, Dec, 2020 

2. 2 policy briefs on impact of COVID-19 on migration policy in KG are in publication
3. 14 April 2021: Expert Workshop to design Governance Action Plan

Danish Institute for International Studies – OSCE Academy Research Partnership: 
• 10 authors have been selected to write 10 policy briefs on the impact of COVID-19 crisis on Central Asia. Papers 

will be complied into a Special Issue to be published by the Academy in Summer 2021. Conference to discuss 
results of the Research projects scheduled for 8 July 2021 (implementation pandemic-dependent).

Forecasting Central Asia: 
• Implemented by the OSCE Academy in partnership with the Friedrich Ebert Foundation and the SPCE Hub / Berlin. 

The project aims to survey experts, practitioners, and the general population on upcoming trends in Central Asia 
and Central Asia’s expectations from Europe. 
 Survey sent out to 517 experts at 17 June 2021



Research and Dialogue – Research Fellows
New Short-Term Research Fellows:

Dr. Ajar Chekirova, Assistant
Professor at Lake Forest
College

Research Topic: "Kyrgyz 
Diaspora Online: 
Understanding New Forms of 
Transnationalism, Citizenship, 
and Political Participation

Rashid Gabdulhakov, Ph.D. 
Candidate and Lecturer at 
Erasmus University Rotterdam 

Research Topic: “I saw it on 
the internet!” Sources, 
Mechanisms, and Impacts of 
COVID-19 Dis/misinformation 
on Labour Migrants from 
Uzbekistan

Dr. Burulcha Sulaimanova, 
Assistant Professor at Kyrgyz-
Turkish Manas University

Research Topic: The Impact of 
Job-Education Mismatch on 
the Earnings: Empirical 
Evidence from Generation 
and Gender Difference



Research and Dialogue – Research Fellows
New Associate Research Fellows:

Nima Khorammi, Research Associate at The Arctic 
Institute, Washington D.C.
Research Topic: Persian Hub, Central Asian 
Networks: Iran’s Evolving Regional Strategy in the 
Context of Its Relations with China and India; 
Growing Turkish Presence in  Central Asia -
Caucasus: What Role for NATO?

Rebecca Wagner, Doctoral Researcher at the 
Peace Research Institute (PRIF) in Frankfurt 
Research Topic: Elections in Times of Shrinking 
Civic Spaces

Zane Sime, Policy Analyst from Latvia
Research Topic: OSCE Economic and 
Environmental Dimension

Eriks Varpahovskis, Postdoctoral Fellow at the 
School of International Regional Studies at the 
National Research University HSE (Russia)
Research Topic: Transnational Higher Education 
Institutions in Central Asia



Research and Dialogue – Publications

April 2021:            Annual Report 2020
Jan-June 2021:     Policy Briefs #66 - #72

• “An ecological response to ethno-nationalistic populism: grassroots environmental peacebuilding in South Asia ”, 
by Dr. Mirza Sadaqat Huda, Postdoctoral Research Fellow 

• “The Precarity of Transnational Migration and the COVID-19 Pandemic: Addressing Female Return Migration in 
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan” By Nodira Kholmatova for Horizon 2020 AGRUMIG Project



12-14 March

IPSA RC34 Quality of Democracy Workshop 
“China's Belt and Road Initiative: Curse or Blessing 
for Democracy in Eurasia?” 

The workshop brought together experts from 
Albania, Austria, China, Czech Republic, Germany, 
India, Japan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, the 
Netherlands, Poland, Russia, Ukraine, and United 
Kingdom.

Research and Dialogue – Conference



Alumni Statistics 2021
Total number of alumni – 554

The Alumni Survey 2021 was carried out in March 2021 and contains the information about 513 alumni



Alumni Activities
Alumni Generations Exchange Workshops

• ‘How to pursue a Career with International Organizations: Practical Strategies’ 
held on 29 April 2021

• ‘How to pursue a Doctorate Degree’ held on 6 May 2021



Alumni Activities: JPO
Junior Public Officers (JPO) Programme – 5 alumni successfully completed JPO in the 
first half 2021
• Afghanistan (Institute of 
Diplomacy MFA) 2 alumni
• Kyrgyzstan (Ministry of Economy)
1 alumna
• Kyrgyzstan (Ministry for Investment 
Promotion and Protection) 2 alumni

o Prolongation of the Agreement with
the MFA In Kazakhstan is under 
discussion
o Proposal to establish JPO at the MFA in 
Uzbekistan is under consideration
o Proposal to establish JPO at the Ministry of Finance in Afghanistan is under consideration

Country Male Female Total

Kazakhstan MFA 5 6 11

Kyrgyzstan MFA (in the past) 3 6 9

Kyrgyzstan Ministry for 
Investment

3 5 8

Kyrgyzstan Ministry  of Economy 1 2 3

Tajikistan MFA (in the past) 1 3 4

Afghanistan IoD MFA 8 4 12

Total 21 26 47



Alumni Activities: New Initiative

• Internship Grant for Graduate 2020 - 5 graduates received grants to intern at ASPR in Austria, 
ECMI in Germany, OXUS Society in USA, HSE in St. Petersburg, and German Institute for 
International and Security Affairs (SWP) (if COVID restrictions allow)

• International Research Assistantship at the OSCE PA - one graduate from Tajikistan was selected 
for 2021

• Junior Teaching Fellowship Programme “Teach for Central Asia” – three alumni received grants 
to support their teaching at public universities in Bishkek and Osh in Fall 2021

• Central Asia Program Fellowship at the Elliott School of International Affairs, The George 
Washington University, USA



International Cooperation & Partnerships
Joint Initiative

March-December: Perspectives 2030 Online  
Academy

For thirty two young professionals and students 
from 29 OSCE participating States. 
The programme offers youth a unique opportunity 
to actively contribute to the OSCE security debate 
while gaining practical and diplomatic skills. 

Organized by the Office of the OSCE Secretary 
General, in partnership with:

- OSCE/ ODIHR 

- OSCE Academy in Bishkek 

- Friedrich-Ebert-Stiftung Regional Office 
for Cooperation and Peace in Europe.



New Partnerships:
• Soros Kazakhstan
• Centre for European Security Studies (CESS) in the Netherlands
• CRISP - Crisis Simulation for Peace e.V. in Germany
• European Centre for Minority Issues in Germany (prolonged)
• Institute for War & Peace Reporting in Kyrgyzstan (prolonged)
• Public Foundation “Books for Development” in Kyrgyzstan
• SPCE Hub/IPGT Berlin  in Germany
• ECOBAS (Economics and Business Administration for Society), University of Vigo, Spain

In process:
• Prolonging the Agreement on Internships (JPO) with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kazakhstan
• Central Asia Program at the Elliott School of International Affairs, The George Washington University, USA
• University of Trento, Italy

International Cooperation & Partnerships



International Cooperation: 

Funded Exchange Mobilities with:

• National University of Political Studies and Public Administration (SNSPA), Romania
 Second exchange student (PhD candidate) arrived in mid-May 2021

• Johan Skytte Institute of Political Studies at the University of Tartu, Estonia
• Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg, Germany
• Philipps-Universität Marburg, Germany

In June 2021 first Jean Monnet Module submitted: “Learning  European Politics and 
Climate Policy” 

• Coordinator: Dr. Rahat Sabyrbekov, Postdoctoral Research Fellow
• Collaborator: Dr. Clara Portella, University of Valencia
• Results to be announced within 5 months



Budget Projections

2021 UB ExB* NOR MFA / 
NUPI

3PF Total:

Budget Planned 480,000 € 499,695 € 553,491 € 42,814 € 1,576,000 €
Budget Available 480,000 € 367,928 € 533,491 € 42,814 € 1,424,233 €
Budget Expenditures (end-of-May) 167,373 € 87,770 € 164,338 € 6.804 € 426,285 €

2022 UB ExB* NOR MFA / 
NUPI

3PF Total:

Budget Planned 480,000 € 542,772 € 485,332 € ~ 30,000 € 1,538,104 €
Budget Available 480,000 € - € 485,332 € ~ 30,000 € 995,332 €

* Including indirect costs


	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	   Alumni Statistics 2021
	   Alumni Activities
	   Alumni Activities: JPO
	   Alumni Activities: New Initiative
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19

