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Master Program 2004-2005 was successfully 
concluded with the Graduation celebrations on 
the Ceremony held on 1st of July 2005. The
Director Dr. Tim Epkenhans conferred degrees 
of Master of Arts in Political Science (Central 
Asia) on 36 graduates on the OSCE Academy.
Graduates’ families, lecturers and other 
honorary guests took part in celebrations. The
ceremony was wonderful, and we congratulate 
all of our graduated students.

All graduates of the OSCE Academy become 
members of the Alumni community upon 
graduation. The Academy’s goal is to help our 
alumni stay connected with one another and 
with the Academy by offering special resources 
for them including news about the Academy
and details about ways to get involved.

stMaster Program 2005-2006 started on the 1  of 
September with the introduction. The Academy
brings together 27 students from Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Taj ik istan, Uzbekistan,
Turkmenistan, Azerbaijan and Germany. All
students will be actively involved in curricular 
and extra-curricular activities within the Master 
Program in Political Science. During the 
introduction, students were familiarized with the 

of October and will last till the 16th of October,
2005. The whole module is regarded as a 
comprehensive training on the conflict 
prevention and resolution, and includes both 
theoretical approach and practical solutions. 
The module is conducted by Ms. Gudrun 
Kramer and Mr. Wilfred Graf from Institute for 
Integrative Conflict Transformations and 
Peacebuilding in Vienna,Austria.

At the same time with the modules, the 
continuous courses on Academic Writing,
History of Central Asia, Political Islam, 
International Law and Political Theory are 
conducted on a weekly basis during the first 
semester.

On September 6 Mr. Miklos Haraszti, the
OSCE Representative for the Freedom of
Media, visited the OSCEAcademy. Mr. Haraszti
lectured on the objectives of the office of the 
OSCE Representative for the Freedom of Media 
and discussed with the students recent
developments of the media in CentralAsia.

On September 22 the students had the 
opportunity to discuss the importance of 
financial reforms in Central Asia with Dr.
Norman Baxter (Bearing Point/USAID). Mr.
Baxter stressed the importance of the financial 
sector in a market economy as a mediator 
between the various actors including the 
significance of an independent central bank.

On September 28 the Special Envoy of the 
Canadian Ambassador for Mine Action,
General (Retired) Maurice Baril, presented a 
speech at the OSCE Academy entitled: “The 
Ottawa Convention What is it and how has it 
affected Canada's Military Operations?” 
General Baril was accompanied by the 
Canadian Ambassador to Kazakhstan and 
KyrgyzstanH.E.AnnaBiolik.

Extracurricular
Classes

Study Regulations, Code of Conduct and other 
rules of the Academy, and went through the 
matriculation process. Besides, important 
i ssues  concern ing  the  insurance ,  
accommodation and safety were discussed. On 
September 2 an Opening Ceremony marked 
the official beginning of the academic year.

From 5 to 18 of September, 2005, the module 
onPolitical Processes and Institutions was 
conducted at the Academy with lecturers from 
the American University of Central Asia, UNDP
and the permanent staff of the OSCE Academy.
During the module the questions of modern 
political processes and approaches, public 
policy, comparison of political systems  in 
Central Asia were comprehensively covered. 
Moreover, practical workshops on corruption, 
analysis of political texts and political polling 
were conducted by experts.

Representatives of the OSCE Centres in 
CentralAsia and the UNDP gathered to conduct 
the module on the OSCE from 19 September to 
2 of October, 2005. The module launched with 
the lecture on international organizations 
taught by Dr. Sureyya Yigit and Dr. Yasar Sari
from the Manas University, and continued with 
the seminars on the United Nations and the 

OSCE. Mr. Jerzy Skuratowicz, UNDP
Resident Representative, UN Resident 
coordinator,Ms. Sezin Sinanoglu, Deputy 
Resident Representative, Mr. Arkady 
Divinsky, UN Coordinator Associate,Mr.
Carlos Zaccagnini, UNHCR, Mr. Richard 
Young, UNICEF, gave a thorough overview of 
the United Nations and its activities in Central 
Asia.The seminar on the OSCE was conducted 
by Dr. Sabine Machl, Deputy Head of the 
OSCE Centre in Bishkek. The module ended 
with the presentations of the representatives of 
OSCE Centres in Ashgabad, Dushanbe, and 
Tashkent.

The module on Prevention, management and 
resolution of conflicts has started on the 4th 

September 2005


