COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF RUSSIAN AND UKRAINIAN GAS TRANSIT POWER: SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES

A THESIS
Presented to the MA Programme
of the OSCE Academy

in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree of

Master of Arts in Politics and Security Programme (Central Asia) 
by

Farkhod AMINJONOV

August 2010

DECLARATION

I declare that I clearly understand the OSCE Academy Essay and Master Thesis Writing and Anti-plagiarism Rules; and that the submitted dissertation is accepted by the OSCE Academy in Bishkek on the understanding that it is my own effort without falsification of any kind.

I declare that I clearly understand that plagiarism and cheating are academically fraudulent and a serious offence against OSCE Academy Rules.

I declare that I am aware about the consequences of plagiarism or/and cheating.

Name:
Signature:
Date: 

ABSTRACT 
(Follow this for formatting purposes only. This is not a good example of an abstract). 

This paper analyses the politics and power that underpin current international gas supply relations in the Eurasian energy sector and attempts answer to the question: “What are the similarities and differences between Russian and Ukrainian gas transit power, using interdependence and cooperative game theory as the framework for assessment?” More specifically, this paper conducts a comparative analysis of the gas transit powers of Ukraine and Russia, the two major gas transit states in the regional gas supply market. The emphasis is on the existing and planned infrastructure and similarities and differences of the transit countries’ bargaining powers attempts to exert political and economic leverage. The study adds to the emergent literature on energy security and how energy affects modern international relations and the geopolitics of the Eurasian region. 
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